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About NIDA’s Services Research Branch

The Services Research Branch (SRB) is a branch within the Division of
Epidemiology, Services, and Prevention Research (DESPR) at the National
Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA). SRB’s mission is to support rigorous research
to promote and support the delivery of efficient, high-quality addiction
treatment when and where patients need such treatment. Specifically, SRB
funds health services research focused on addiction treatment services
availability, access, appropriateness, effectiveness, safety, efficiency, and cost
across a variety of settings.

Developing Conceptual Models of Addiction Health Services Research
SRB recently developed two interrelated conceptual models to capture the
science within the SRB portfolio from a socio-ecological and lifespan
development perspective. Specifically,

* From a socio-ecological perspective, patients’ treatment experiences happen
in a set of nested contexts, which includes both the patient’s immediate social
and technological context (i.e., family and peers in real life and via
technological platforms such as social media); the patient-provider
relationship; and the organizational and policy contexts within which
providers operate.

* From a life-span developmental approach, addiction is a disease for which
patients may commonly experience relapse; effective treatment may be a
long-term process. SRB funds research that helps elucidate the patterns of
periods of abstinence and relapse and the relationship of service delivery to
these addiction experiences.

From both of these conceptual perspectives, addiction health services research
emphasizes the optimization of services and the adaptation of services to ensure
successful implementation across varied contexts. Technological,
methodological, and innovative measurement approaches are key
underpinnings in advancing addiction health services research.

These models were developed using an iterative process that involved several
steps:
¢ Program officials informally reviewed their portfolios and developed a list
of topics covered in their portfolio
* Asa branch, the cumulative list was reviewed and a card sorting technique
was used to group common themes and identify areas for portfolio growth
* Two graphics were developed to capture the emergent, hierarchical
conceptual model
e As part of a NIDA-wide portfolio analysis process, a more detailed,
hierarchical coding taxonomy was developed to capture key aspects of the
portfolio
* Each program official then reviewed their portfolio of all active grants as of
June 8, 2015 and applied the preliminary coding scheme.

This poster reports on this preliminary coding, including insights to be
incorporated into further refinement of the coding scheme.
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Preliminary Analysis: Mapping the socio-ecological model to SRB’s active grant portfolio
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Conceptual model: A lifespan developmental perspective

on drug users’ addiction services experiences
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Gaps/Opportunities for Portfolio Growth
This preliminary analysis identified the following
opportunities for portfolio development. Additional gaps
will be explored in future analyses.

. Understanding the social context of addiction treatment
*  Changing Clinician Behavior

*  Technology and technology driven change

. Pre-treatment entry

. Post-Treatment & recovery support

. Implementation Science
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Focus of Formal Treatment
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Next Steps

This preliminary analysis will be useful in strategic planning and

consideration of finalizing future portfolio coding schemes that will be

incorporated into the process of recommending grants for funding.

Next steps include:

¢ Collaboratively refine coding scheme and conceptual models based
on insights during coding

*  Examine crosstabs with cross-cutting themes to identify and refine
understanding of gaps

*  Expand analysis to grant mechanisms beyond RO1s
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