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Genesis: 
• Increase the numbers of urban, rural and minority students

considering research and medical careers
Partnerships:  
• Scientists and clinicians partnering with educators, community

organizations and science centers
Impact: 
• Teacher professional development
• Student and teacher laboratory internships
• Mobile laboratories bring science to rural communities
• Public health literacy
• Career opportunities for minority and underserved students

Established 1991 



A Broad Range of Career Options 



SEPA Projects 
  SEPA K-12 STEM Projects 

   SEPA Museum Exhibits 
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Indian Health Service (IHS) Geographic Regions 

CT 

MN 

IA 

WI 

IL 

MI 

TN 

AL 

AK 

MS 

AR 

LA 

GA 

HI 
TX 

NM 

CO 

ND 

SD 

NE 

KS 

OK 

WA 

OR 

ID 

MT 

WY 

AZ 

UT NV 

CA 

FL 

SC 

NC 

VA 
MO KY 

IN 
OH 

PA 

NY 

WV 

ME 

VT 
NH 
MA 

NJ 

MD 

DE 

DC 

WA 

Kansas City 

Chicago 

Seattle 

Dallas 

Philadelphia 

San Francisco 

Boston 

New York City 

Atlanta 

CT 

At least 1 local SEPA 

Portland 

Tucson 

California 

Navajo 
Phoenix Albuquerque Oklahoma City Nashville 

IHS Area Urban Coordinators 

HRSA ORO Coordinators 



Building Bridges: Health Science Education in 
Native American Communities 

Partners: 
• University of Nebraska Medical

Center's Munroe-Meyer Institute
• Great Plains Area Tribal

Chairmen’s Health Board
• K-12 Schools in Nebraska and

South Dakota.

U niversity of Nebraska. Omaha  
http://www.unmc.edu/mmi/education/sepa/ 

http://www.unmc.edu/mmi/education/sepa/
http://www.unmc.edu/mmi/education/sepa/


• Great Plains Tribal Chairmen’s Health Board
• Jerilyn Church

Dr. Corey Smith
• Omaha Tribe

• Pam Boehle, Umonhon Nation Public School
Michelle Blackbird, Umonhon Nation Public School
Ed Stansberry, Walthill Elementary School

• Ponca Tribe
• Pat Eichberger, Education Director

• Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
• Don Blackbird, St. Augustine Indian Mission School
• Paula Kuebler, St. Augustine Indian Mission School
• Kay Earth, Winnebago Public School
• Linda Kendra, Winnebago Public Schoo

• Santee Sioux Tribe
• Hank Miller, Nebraska Indian Community College - Santee Campus
• Julene Kay, Santee Community School

• Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate
• Lisa Forcier, Tiospa Zina Tribal School

Building Bridges: Health Science Education in Native 
American Communities – Advisory Council (partial list) 



Building Bridges: Health Science Education in 
Native American Communities 



   Marine Biologist, Astronomer, Physicist, Assistant Surgeon General and Lab Supervisor 

 Nurse, Biologist, Dental Assistant, Pharmacy Technician and Health Scientist 

Building Bridges: Health Science Education in Native American Communities 



Building Bridges: Health Science Education in Native American Communities 



Building Bridges: Health Science Education in Native American Communities 



Curriculum Supplement Series 

https://science.education.nih.gov/ 

https://science.education.nih.gov/
https://science.education.nih.gov/


Curriculum Supplement Series 

• Teacher’s Guides to two weeks of lessons on the science behind
important health topics

• FREE upon request to educators in the U.S
• or download HTML or PDF online
• Examples:
 The Brain: Understanding Neurobiology Through the Study of

Addiction
How Your Brain Understands What Your Ear Hears
 Looking Good, Feeling Good: From the Inside Out
Open Wide and Trek Inside (dental health for ES students and

parents)
Chemicals, the Environment, and You





NM FRESH: New Mexico's Future Researchers 
Exploring Science and Health (SEPA)  

Partners: 
• Albuquerque Area Indian Health Board  
• Albuquerque Area Southwest Tribal Epidemiology Center 

http://nihsepa.org/grants/sepa-new-mexico 
U niversity of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 

http://nihsepa.org/grants/sepa-new-mexico


Translating Translation and Scientific 
Questioning in the Global K-12 Community 

• “Programs must also go to where the action is - that is, the 
reservations - in an intensive way” 

• “If the pipeline is to be built and energized and tribal members 
who have gotten through the pipeline must be part of the 
team”   

• “SEPA-supported Native American students (and teachers) who 
have completed summer internships form an important 
network” 

University of Arizona, Tucson 
http://ignorance.medicine.arizona.edu/ 
 

http://ignorance.medicine.arizona.edu/
http://ignorance.medicine.arizona.edu/
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