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Supplemental Sessions

Trans-NIH initiatives on opioids
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) is the nation's leading biomedical research 
agency helping solve the crisis via discovering new and better ways to prevent opioid 
misuse, treat opioid use disorders, and manage pain. To accelerate progress, the NIH 
is exploring formal partnerships with pharmaceutical companies and academic 
research centers to facilitate research that will help us better understand this 
devastating epidemic. During this session we hope to:

1. This presentation will highlight research initiatives sponsored by Institutes and 
Centers (ICs)

2. Hold a discussion with participants of the current research gaps in their 
communities

Presenters:
• David R. Wilson, Ph.D. (tentative) 



Supplemental Sessions

Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) and Other Approaches to Address Opioid Use Disorders 
(OUD) in American Indian and Alaska Native Communities 
The purpose of this session is to consider treatment strategies and other approaches to reduce 
Opioid Use Disorders (OUD) in AI/AN communities. Presentations will range from sharing 
scientific evidence on treatment approaches to exploring lessons learned when addressing OUD 
in a community. Medication assisted treatment (MAT) will be discussed, which is the most 
efficacious strategy demonstrated thus far to address this disorder. Considerations for 
appropriate cultural adaptations to MAT will be considered, including examples. 

Presenters:
• Dr. Kathy Etz, Director, Native American Programs, NIDA
• Dr. Kamilla Venner, Athabascan, Researcher, University of New Mexico
• Dr. Stacy Rasmus, Associate Research Professor and Center for Alaska Native Health and 

Research, University of Alaska, Fairbanks



Supplemental Sessions

The National Drug Early Warning System (NDEWS) is a NIDA/NIH funded public 
health surveillance system that supports local experts and collaborators to generate 
critical information about drugs and their public health consequences in specific 
geographical areas. NDEWS approached the University of Minnesota Medical School, 
Duluth campus to consider a Phase I HotSpot study on opioid overdose disparities for 
Native Americans in Minnesota.

Presenters:
• Brenna Greenfield, PhD, University of Minnesota Medical School, Duluth campus
• E. Erin Artigiani, MA, National Drug Early Warning System, University of Maryland 

College Park
• Miigis Gonzalez, PhD, University of Minnesota Medical School, Duluth campus



Supplemental Sessions

Behavioral and Social Aspects of the Opioid Crisis
This Roundtable aims to convene researchers to discuss a number of topics that may 
include understanding what other conditions (e.g., alcoholism, anxiety, and 
depression) are associated with opioid addiction. Exploring how to destigmatizing 
mental illness and opioid addiction; promoting resilience- and strengths-based 
approaches utilizing community capacity, Indigenous culture, and social networks.

Presenters:
• Dr. Roberto Delgado, Chief of Rural Mental Health Programs in the Office for 

Research on Disparities and Global Mental Health, NIMH
• Dr. Stacy Rasmus, Associate Research Professor and Interim Director, Center for 

Alaska Native Health and Research, University of Alaska, Fairbanks
• Dr. Alicia Mousseau, Oglala Sioux Tribe, Research Instructor with the Centers for 

American Indian and Alaska Native Health in the Colorado School of Public Health, 
University of Colorado

• Dr. Daniel Dickerson, Inupiaq, Associate Research Psychiatrist at UCLA, Integrated 
Substance Abuse Programs (ISAP)



Supplemental Sessions

Tribal Perspectives on the NIH Grant Process
1. Learning Objective 1:  Provide information and resources to make clear the NIH 

grant process. 
2. Learning Objective 2:  Present one model of a successful community-academic 

research partnership for pursuing research to address community concerns
3. Learning Objective 3: Respond to questions about approaches to funding research 

that address both community and scientific needs.

Presenters:
• Dr. Dorothy Castille, Program Director, NIMHD
• Dr. Della Brown White, Program Director, NICHD
• Billy Charles, Yup'ik Alaska Native and Co-Investigator at the University of Alaska 

Fairbanks
• Dr. Stacy Rasmus, Associate Research Professor and Interim Director, Center for 

Alaska Native Health and Research, University of Alaska, Fairbanks



Discussion
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