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Objective

 Provide an example of how Tribal and scientific 
communities are working together to develop 
meaningful research projects funded by the National 
Institutes of Health



Research in Alaska

History of research in Alaska Native communities
• 1940s Tuberculosis studies
• 1950s Air Force Aeromedical Laboratory Thyroid Function 

Study (Radioactive Iodine-131)
• 1970s Hepatitis studies
• 1979 Barrow Alcohol Study



1982 - Cook Inlet Region Inc. (CIRI) establishes
SCF as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

1985 - SCF enters into its first self-management contract
(dental, optometry, community health) with the government

1998 - Assumes management of the region’s entire primary care system

1999 - Assumes co-ownership and co-management of services for the Alaska
Native Medical Center

2000 - Introduces relationship-based Nuka System of Care: integrated care teams, same
day access to care and much more

2001 – Formalization of research approval process

2003 - New Fireweed Building opens to house state-of-the-art dental, optometry and behavior  
health services

2004- SCF Research Department established

2009 - Anchorage Native Primary Care Center expands with new 80,000-square-foot wing

Today - Baldrige award recipient; 1,600 employees; 65+ programs



SCF Research Approval

SCF review and approval of research is required …
When Alaska Native/American Indian (AN/AI) participants are 

recruited at any SCF facility or on the Alaska Native Medical 
Center campus.
When research conducted will use information form the 

Alaska Native Medical Center health record.
When SCF employees are engaged in the research.



SCF review and approval must occur before any 
recruitment or data collection begins.
Review and approval is required prior to any 

dissemination of findings.
Review and approval is required for:

• Research concept
• Protocol
• Presentation of preliminary findings
• Final reports and manuscripts

Research Review Process



SCF Research Review Criteria

Alignment with SCF vision, mission, key points, goals, 
and objectives.
Appropriate depiction and involvement of AN/AI 

people.
Appropriate topic selection and handling. 

• Sensitive topics

Quality of research design.
 In compliance with SCF Guidelines for Researchers





Corporate Objectives
 Reduce the rate of domestic violence, child abuse and 

neglect.
 Reduce the rate of and improve the management of cancer. 
 Reduce the incidence of suicide.
 Reduce the rate of obesity.
 Reduce the rate of substance abuse. 
 Reduce the rate of and improve the management of 

diabetes.
 Improve oral health
 Reduce the rate of and improve the management of 

cardiovascular disease.



Past SCF Research Projects

 Ethical and Cultural Implications of Specimen 
Banking Among Alaska Native People (2004 - 2008) 
NIH/NHGRI







Past SCF Research Projects

 Pharmacogenetics Among Alaska Native People 
(2010 – 2015) NIH/NIGMS

• Ethical considerations
• Warfarin
• Tamoxifen



Risks Rewards

Risks, Rewards and the Double-Edged Sword: Pharmacogenetic Testing and 
Research in the Alaska Native/American Indian Community 



Risks, Rewards and the Double-Edged Sword: Pharmacogenetic Testing and 
Research in the Alaska Native/American Indian Community 



Current SCF Research Projects

 Southcentral Foundation Research Center for 
Alaska Native Health (2013 – 2018)

• Capacity building (NIH/NIGMS)
• Tobacco pharmacogenetics (NIH/NIDA)
• Explanatory models of alcohol misuse (NIH/NIAAA)



Questions?



Thank You!

Qaĝaasakung
Aleut

Quyanaq
Inupiaq

‘Awa'ahdah
Eyak

Mahsi'
Gwich’in Athabascan

Igamsiqanaghhalek
Siberian Yupik

Háw'aa 
Haida

Quyana
Yup’ik

Tsin'aen
Ahtna Athabascan

T’oyaxsm
Tsimshian

Gunalchéesh
Tlingit

Chin’an
Dena’ina Athabascan

Quyanaa
Alutiiq
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