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THRO Timeline

Year 1. Communication and Engagement
Year 2. Professional Development
Year 3. Research
Year 4. Implementing the Strategic Plan
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THRO Activity Update
• National Institutes on Aging Council
• National Institute of Minority Health and Health Disparities Council
• Office of Science Policy
• Office of AIDS Research
• Soon to meet with Dr. Fauci at NIAID
• Congressional visits
• Coordinating with NIMH and NIMHD our 2nd in person meeting in 

Fairbanks, AK
• Traditional Medicine Summit
• NIH Tribal Consultation on Intellectual Property Rights
• Fact Sheets
• Regional Training Hubs
• Strategic Plan
• Midwest Alliance of Sovereign Tribes (MAST)
• IHS Annual TEC Directors Meeting



More Activities
• THRO Publication
• AI/AN Portfolio Analysis 2017
• 2019 THRO Website Redesign

• Consultation page w/outcomes



State of the Union pledge: Ending HIV transmissions by 2030

The push to end AIDS in the United States will concentrate on improving diagnosis, treatment, 
and prevention efforts in 48 counties; Washington, D.C.; and one municipality in Puerto Rico; 
those locations account for more than half of the nearly 40,000 new HIV diagnoses each year. 

They also will target seven states that account for the majority of infections in rural populations, 
including Native American communities that have had sharp increases in HIV diagnoses in men 
who have sex with men.

A key part of the plan is to better coordinate the contributions of 19 Centers for AIDS Research 
(CFARs) that together receive $45 million a year from the National Institutes of Health.

• THRO initiated a listening session in Seattle to eliminate HIV in Indian Country

• Dr. Maureen Goodenow met with key Native researchers in the Pacific Northwest to hear 
about HIV research priorities and challenges in Indigenous communities.
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https://www.hiv.gov/blog/ending-hiv-epidemic-plan-america


Communicating our efforts to Congress



2019 Fall In-Person Tribal Advisory Committee Meeting

Suicide Prevention All Hubs 
Steering Meeting
August 19-22, 2019
Fairbanks & Emmonak, Alaska

• National Institute on Mental 
Health

• National Institute on Minority 
Health and Health Disparities
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Traditional Medicine Summit
Sept 30-Oct 2, 2019

Aurora CO

Planning Committee:
Dr. David Begay
Dr. Michelle Kahn-John
Chairman Antone
Tyler LaPlant
Dr. Donna Galbreath
Angela Michaud

Other Agency Collaborators:
CMS
CDC
HHS

Nighthorse Campbell Native Health Building
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Creating a Path to Success 

Path to successful Biomedical Research



2019 NIH Tribal Consultation on Intellectual Property
June 24, 2019
Reno, NV
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THRO FACT SHEETS for  NIH Research



Regional Training Hubs
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Strategic Goal 1:
Enhancing Communication and 
Collaboration

Strategic Goal 2:
Building Research Capacity for Tribes, Tribal 
Organizations, 
and Tribal Colleges and Universities

Strategic Goal 3:
Expanding Research

Strategic Goal 4:
Enhancing Cultural Competency and 
Community Engagement
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Updated Grant Finder



An Update from THRO’s first Post-Bac

Madison Esposito is a member of the Tyme Maidu tribe and a 
graduate from Oregon State University with a Bachelors of Science. 
Inspired by her great-grandmother’s role as a tribal healer, Ms. 
Esposito has pursued a career in medicine. 

Ms. Esposito will be joining the Harvard Master of Public Health 
program in their Health and Social Behavior concentration. In this 
program she plans to investigate the social determinates of health 
relevant to tribal communities and urban natives along with how 
policy can be used to alleviate health disparities experienced in 
these communities. 

Her long-term goals are to serve as a general practitioner in tribal 
hospitals and assist tribal communities in public health policy. 



Tribal Health Research Office Staff
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