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Shared Instrumentation Grant (SIG) & High End Instrumentation (HEI) Grant Programs 

Unique and critical programs to NIH mission
 

Shared Instrumentation Grant (SIG) : $100K  $600K 

A new PAR with a single due date is posted annually 

High End Instrumentation (HEI) Grant: $750K  $2.0M 

A new PAR with a single due date is posted biennially 
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Shared Instrumentation Grant (SIG) & High End Instrumentation (HEI) Grant Programs 

Requirements 

•	 Eligibility: Major User group of 3 or more NIH‐supported 
grantees (15 NIH‐funded users on average) 

•	 Demonstrated need for the new instrument 
•	 Enhancement of the NIH‐funded research projects 
•	 Appropriate technical expertise 

•	 Plan to administer the grant and assure equitable use 

•	 Institutional commitment 



                   
Programs

(SIG and HEI) 

     
                  
   

                
   
       

     

   

Shared Instrumentation Grant (SIG) & High End Instrumentation (HEI) Grant Programs 

Other features 

•	 Commercially available, specialized instruments 
•	 Funding for the purchase of the instrument (not for 
service contract, personnel) 

•	 No limitation on the # of applications per institution
 

•	 Co‐funding not required 

•	 Frequently placed in core facilities 
•	 Review conducted by CSR 
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Shared Instrumentation Grant (SIG) & High End Instrumentation (HEI) Grant Programs 

Major challenges 

• New science requires advanced technologies
 
• Fast obsolescence of instruments 
• Novel costly technologies/ instrumentation 

• More complex operation 
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SIG Program : Applications vs. Awards
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Shared Instrumentation Grant (SIG) & High End Instrumentation (HEI) Grant Programs 

Instruments impact on Institutes’ projects (FY 2013)
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Institutes with less than 10 projects are not shown 
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SIG & HEI Awards by Instrument Type
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