
Media Advisory: New NIH Council of Councils Members Named 
 
For Immediate Release: [July 22, 2019] 
 
Contact: 
Cynthia Schoonover 
301-496-8475 
cynthia.schoonover@nih.gov 
 
 
What 
 
The National Institutes of Health today announced the appointment of 10 individuals to the NIH Council of Councils. The 
council was established to advise the NIH Director on policies and activities of the Division of Program Coordination, 
Planning, and Strategic Initiatives (DPCPSI), including making recommendations on research that represents important 
areas of emerging scientific opportunities, rising public health challenges, or knowledge gaps that deserve special 
emphasis or would otherwise benefit from strategic planning and coordination. 
 
The council is composed of 27 members nominated by the NIH Institutes and Centers (IC) and offices within the Office of 
the Director (OD). Council members bring knowledge of their individual IC and OD offices’ missions and operations, not 
as official representatives, but to provide advice beyond the research agenda of any individual IC. 
 
"I am delighted to welcome this distinguished group of leaders to the Council of Councils. Collectively, the council will 
inform our approach to selected trans-NIH research initiatives.  We will benefit greatly from their diverse perspectives, 
insight, and experience" said DPCPSI Director, and Council of Councils Chair, James M. Anderson, MD, PhD. 
 
The following members will serve terms on the council through Oct. 31, 2024: 
 

• Kristin Ardlie, PhD, Broad Institute of Harvard University and Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts 

• Jeffrey Botkin, MD, MPH, The University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah 
• Linda Chang, MD, FAAN, FANA, FISMRM, University of Maryland School of Medicine, Baltimore, Maryland 
• Graham Colditz, MD, DrPH, MPH, Washington University School of Medicine, Saint Louis, Missouri 
• Andrew Feinberg, MD, MPH, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland 
• Kevin Johnson, MD, MS, Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Nashville, Tennessee 
• Megan O’Boyle, Phelan-McDermid Syndrome Data Network, Arlington, Virginia 
• Rhonda Robinson-Beale, MD, Blue Cross of Idaho, Meridian, Idaho 
• Susan Sanchez, PhD, The University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia 
• Anna Maria Siega-Riz, PhD, MS, University of Virginia School of Nursing, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

 
An online roster provides further information about all the NIH Council of Councils members. 
 
Who 
 
About the Division of Program Coordination, Planning, and Strategic Initiatives (DPCPSI): DPCPSI, in the NIH 
Office of the Director, identifies emerging scientific opportunities, rising public health challenges, and scientific knowledge 
gaps that merit further research. The Division plans and implements trans-NIH initiatives supported by the Common Fund 
and coordinates research related to AIDS, behavioral and social sciences, women's health, disease prevention, supports 
research infrastructure, and coordinates and supports science education activities.  
 
About the National Institutes of Health (NIH): NIH, the nation's medical research agency, includes 27 Institutes and 
Centers and is a component of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. NIH is the primary federal agency 
conducting and supporting basic, clinical, and translational medical research, and is investigating the causes, treatments, 
and cures for both common and rare diseases.  
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